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A. Discussion Questions

Cass’s ghosts can only remember recent events for a short period of time.  What other ways does memory play a role in the novel?

Are Cass’s attempts to make her classmates face up to their wrong-doings effective?  Why or why not?  

Cass has been ostracized and bullied since junior high.  Now she sees herself as having two options: either stay a “doormat” and let people dismiss her, or confront them and force them to acknowledge her.  Does she have other options?  What are some ways you can deal with different kinds of bullying?

Although Cass likes to present herself as a fighter for justice, her motives, especially when it comes to Danielle, are often more personal.  Is there anything else she misleads the reader (or herself) about?  Why do you think she has trouble being completely honest?

Cass calls Tim’s aunt even though he asks her not to tell anyone about his suicidal behavior.  Was this the right thing to do?  How else can you help if you suspect someone you know is considering suicide?

How does Cass’s developing friendship with Tim change the way she looks at her life and actions?  What do you think is in store for her now that she’s decided to give more people a chance?

B. Cross-Curriculum Tie Ins

Language Arts: Try re-writing a scene from the novel in third person instead of first (“she” instead of “I”).  Consider how that changes the information given to the readers and the way they might perceive Cass.

History: Cass’s ghostly friends come from different periods in history—Norris from the ‘70s, Bitzy from the ‘50s, and Chester from the ‘20s.  Pick a historical period you’re interested in and invent a ghost from that time.  What would they wear?  What slang might they use?  How would they respond to modern day society?

Social Studies: Write a letter to someone who bullied or did something unkind to you, or a scene in which you confront them.  What would you want to say to them?  

Social Studies: Tim is suffering from depression and considers committing suicide.  Read about the warning signs of depression and suicide and the possible treatments. 

C. Project Ideas

Design a ghost.  Pick a time period, draw a picture that shows their clothing and hair style, and write about their opinions and values, considering how they might be different from modern day.  

Create a “you” scent.  Each of the ghosts has a scent that relates to his/her personality.  Describe what scent would fit you, and why.  Using essential oils or similar supplies, make your scent.

Depression awareness poster.  Make a poster to display in the school, to inform people of the signs of depression and how they can seek help if they feel depressed (e.g., local help line).

D. Related Reads

A Certain Slant of Light by Laura Whitcomb

Flying in Place by Susan Palwick

I Heart You, You Haunt Me by Lisa Schroeder

E. Web Links and Resources

Grief and Depression:

http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/ 

http://www.helpguide.org/
Bullying:

http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/problems/bullies.html
http://www.lfcc.on.ca/bully.htm
Odd Girl Out: The Hidden Culture of Aggression in Girls by Rachel Simmons
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